
FAQ on the Algebra Excite Course 

 

What is the Algebra EXCITE course?  

District 65 is adding an Algebra EXCITE course for students who are identified as potentially needing 

additional support to successfully complete Algebra 1.  This class is designed to be a complement to the 

Algebra 1 class and is taken in addition to Algebra as an additional class period.  

The goal of the Algebra EXCITE course is to re-engage students (who have demonstrated lower levels of 

math achievement) as motivated and empowered learners so they succeed in Algebra.The Algebra 

EXCITE course includes learning opportunities beyond just math skills and content intervention with the 

intention of providing “wrap around” supports such as previewing content, student goal setting, grade 

checks, and student reflections.  

Additionally the class will focus on  helping students to develop an increasingly positive and resilient 

mathematical mindset.  This includes:  

● explaining how the brain processes mathematics learning 

● learning how to turn mistakes and struggles into valuable learning experiences,  

● and helping students develop a positive math mindset. 

The course will meet daily for one period.  

 

How will students be selected for the Algebra EXCITE course? 

The Algebra EXCITE course would be targeted to students whose spring grade 7 math MAP scores 

indicate a high likelihood of repeating Algebra by placing into 1 Algebra at ETHS.  The ETHS Math 

Placement chart is below.  

 

Students that enroll in the Algebra EXCITE course would not be eligible to take one of their typical 8th 

grade courses, most likely foreign language. The impact of not completing 2 years of foreign language in 

middle school means that the student would not be eligible to continue their foreign language pathway 



at ETHS in the freshmen year with year 2 of the foreign language, but instead will need to start with year 

1. 

 

There will be instances of students identified for the Algebra EXCITE course that will also require 

additional supports in reading (ie. literacy support class) or require a resource period as mandated in 

their Individual Educational Plans (IEPs).  In this situation, scheduling decisions will be made in a case by 

case basis in consultation with the school team.  

 

Who is designing the Algebra EXCITE course?  

 

The Algebra EXCITE course is being designed and built by a small group of District 65 educators who are 

experienced teachers of Algebra 1, Algebra 8, and the Algebra Pilot.  The educators are taking their experience and 

knowledge of what is needed to be successful in the Algebra course - mathematically and otherwise - and 

designing a course that will meet the needs of students who have traditionally achieved at lower levels in math. 

Beyond math content and practices, the teachers believe growth mindset, executive functioning and social 

emotional learning are important factors in success.  

 

How can I get my student enrolled in this course?  

Students are selected for the course based on the selection criteria above.  Students who meet this criteria will be 

identified by school staff and will be scheduled into the course.  There are a limited number of seats and student 

who mee these criteria are given preference in the class.  

 

What if my student is enrolled in this course and I would prefer for them to be in World Languages?  

Families may contact the school designee to opt out of the course. Families may opt out prior to school starting. 

Information on this process will be provided in a communication to families of students who are scheduled into the 

Algebra EXCITE course.  


