Welcome to the Haven 8th Grade Meet and Greet
Agenda- 7:00 - 7:45
●
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●
●
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●

Welcome- Mr. Periman
What will an 8th Grade Day Look Like?
Meet the Teachers of Team Morehouse
Meet the Teachers of Team Southern
Meet Members of the 8th Encore Team
Special Reminders from Administrators
Questions

Let’s Dive In…. It’s Going To Be A Great Year!!!

Words from Mr. Periman

A Day in the World of 8th Grade
Students will have a regular 1-10 period
day. (8:30 - 3:35) Tuesday - Friday with a
shortened day on Monday.
The usage of class time will vary per
teacher, but there will be a combination of
direct instruction, group work and
independent work.
Classes are being uploaded in Google
Classroom.
Thursday- students should find links for
their classes in their Google Classroom

Online Class Structure possibilities
Live Instruction expectations:
○ Double period classes:
■ 15-20 minute mini-lesson
■ 20 -30 minutes where students are working/applying the lesson concepts. Students have
the opportunity to get help/feedback from you.
■ 20-30 minutes of independent/differentiated learning (IXL, Spotlight Skills in StudySync)
■ No more than 60 of screen time
○ Single period classes:
■ 10-15 minute mini-lesson
■ 15-20 minutes of where students are working/applying the lesson concepts. Students have
the opportunity to get help/feedback from you.
■ No more than 30 minutes of screen time

REMINDER: Students should be logging in to Google Classroom every school day. They should also
check the online gradebook on a regular basis.

●
●
●
●
●
●

IPAD charger
Folder or binder for physical papers
Calculator on IPAD
Assignment notebook (physical or through Google Calendar)
Quiet learning area with the least amount of distractions possible
Your student’s teacher will let you know if they need anything specific
for the class.

Team 8A- Math
Ms. Chapman- Algebra 1 & Algebra Excite

Ryan Eggert - Algebra 1

Welcome to the start of this unique 8th grade year. My
name is Tiﬀany Chapman and I am so excited to join you for
the amazing journey of exploring and discovering algebra
1. I have two daughters that are also in middle school and I
enjoy every bit of family time because right now they still
like being around their parents! As an educator, I hold
certain values to be true. I believe every child can learn and
is capable of achieving true success. It is this belief that
drives me to maintain high expectations for my students.
The recipe to success this year is simple: hard work,
self-conﬁdence, endurance and motivation! I look forward
to the wonders this year will hold. As students are settling
in, I continue to remind them to P.U.S.H…. Persevere Until
Success Happens!

Hello! I am Ryan Eggert and if that sounds familiar it’s
because it is possible I taught your student in 6th grade!
This year I am teaching 8th grade math in what will be my
4th year at Haven. I live and work in the Haven community
and truly enjoy it. Prior to Haven I taught and coached
middle school math in CPS for 10+ years. Things are weird
right now. They will continue to be for the foreseeable
future BUT we have a choice to remain positive and move
forward the best way we know how. My job this year is to
help your student do just that and grow as a critical thinker
and self-directed learner. I’m looking forward to creating a
great online classroom community!

Team 8A- Math
Ms. Peterson - Algebra 1 & Resource
Hello and welcome to a new year at Haven! My name is
Megan Peterson and I am an 8th grade math teacher and
this is my 17th year working at Haven. I graduated from
Miami University with a BS in Sport Organization and
completed my MEd in Special Education from the
University of Illinois at Chicago. Outside of school I enjoy
time with my husband, three children, and our crazy dog.
We love to travel and hike but this summer we missed out
and instead spent time walking the dog around our
neighborhood, shooting hoops in the alley, and learning
new ways to connect with friends and family. I’m looking
forward to an exciting new year ﬁlled with new
opportunities to learn with you!

Ms. Tomy - Algebra 1 & Geometry
Hello! My name is Taniya Tomy and this is my 5th year
teaching Geometry at Haven. I graduated from DePaul
University and student taught as well as taught half a year
at ETHS. The whole reason I got into teaching was for the
kids. I always wanted to work with kids and helping others
is what I live for. One interesting fact about me is that I love
to dance. I have been dancing since I was three years old in
various forms and I still choreograph dances. Another
interesting fact about me is, I don’t always understand
sarcasm! I know it’s a weird one, but I actually need to tell
people so they don’t feel oﬀended when I don’t understand
their jokes! Lastly, I have a HUGE family. My parents have 16
brothers and sisters combined, so I have at least 50 cousins
(maybe more – can’t keep track nowadays!). But jokes
aside, I know the uncertainty that comes with this year; I
feel it too. I promise to make this school year as fun and
engaging as possible. I make myself very available for
students and they always know I have an ear to lend for any
kind of problem, not just math. My goal for them is to feel
conﬁdent and to be ready for high school next year! I can’t
wait to be your teacher and to create memories to last a
lifetime; even if it is through their iPad screen!

Team 8A- Literature and Language Arts
Liz Brieva- ELA and Resource
Greetings! I am so excited to get back to the routine of
school! I am looking forward to encouraging, motivating
and inspiring my students! I knew I wanted to be a teacher
when I was four years old! I think it is because I like to boss
people around! I have seven children, ﬁve girls and two
boys. I grew up in Evanston and went to St. A’s and ETHS! I
played basketball and volleyball in high school and
college...things were diﬀerent way back then! I taught in
Newark, New Jersey and in CPS, on the west side of
Chicago and then I stayed home with my kids for two
decades. I love to cook and bake...I learned how to make
homemade pizzas during quarantine! I coach boys’ and
girls’ volleyball at ETHS and I am the Co-Founder and
Program Director of Girls Play Sports. I love working with
young people and helping guide them through some of
life’s challenges! I love creating a safe space to learn in my
classroom (and virtually!) and I love seeing the students
build their conﬁdence over the course of the school year! I
am looking forward to learning more about my students
and their interests and goals!

Elizabeth Jackson Sterling (Ms. Jackson)-LLA
Welcome to what will undoubtedly be an unforgettable
2020-2021 school year! This is my 20th year of teaching
middle school LLA in District 65 as Ms. Jackson (don’t
worry, I will clarify any name confusion early on in the year
as we get to know each other). I had the pleasure of
student teaching at Nichols my senior year of college and
was lucky enough to get a job there when I graduated.
After 12 years at Nichols, and a leave after my second child,
I came to Haven. That baby is starting 3rd grade and her
older sister will be in 7th (so lucky me gets to do middle
school as a teacher and a mom!) There is something
special about each year of middle school--and I’ve taught
them all--but, eighth graders get to dig deeper into more
sophisticated and rigorous content, building on the
foundation that has come before them as they hone their
critical, abstract thinking in preparation for high school. I
very much look forward to sharing this journey with you
and your child.

Team 8A- Literature and Language Arts
Maia Randhava-Literature & Language Arts
Welcome back! I’m Maia Randhava, and I am beginning my
fourteenth year teaching at Haven. I grew up in Evanston and
attended Lincolnwood, Haven, and E.T.H.S. I’m a graduate of
Boston University where I received a B.A. in English Literature.
For ten years I lived and taught in Costa Rica where I received
an M.A. in International Educational Policy. 8th grade is my
favorite year for a variety of reasons: 8th graders are just so
darn witty; they question their world and begin to solidify their
passions and beliefs; they crave adult relationships; and they
just blossom from concrete to inferential thinkers. I have two
children: a 19 year-old daughter (dislikes reading) and a son
(adores reading) who is starting third grade at Oakton and is
very excited to pick up his Chromebook. I love reading,
cooking-got into quarantine baking-, gardening, zumba,
exploring remote and urban places, camping-more glamping
at my age-, participating in service projects and volunteering,
good comedy, politics, and spending time with my friends and
family. Here’s to an unconventional and memorable year!

Team 8A- Social Studies and Science
Mr. Mynard ~ Social Science

Ms. Thomas ~ Science

Hello, I am Andy Mynard and I will be teaching 8th Grade
Social Studies for Team Morehouse. This will be my 21st
year at Haven. I grew up in Evanston (Lincoln, Nichols and
ETHS) ,worked at the YMCA (After School Care and Camp
Echo) and married an Evanstonian. My wife, Suzanne, and I
have one son, Grant, who just started his ﬁrst year of
college at Carroll University. My goal is to help your
student become a better thinker and writer. In social
studies we will focus on analyzing historical documents,
discussing current events and exploring voices and stories
who history has marginalized and sometimes ignored. I
look forward to working with your student this year.

Hi!! I’m Susan Thomas and I teach 8th grade Science. This
is my 2nd year teaching at Haven, but my 16th year
teaching. Before coming to Haven, I taught math and
science for Chicago Public Schools. This isn’t how I
expected to start this school year, but I’m conﬁdent that we
can still make it a great 8th grade year for you. I have 2 kids
who are both at Haven - one is a 6th grader and the other is
an 8th grader. In my free time, I love shopping and
watching soccer and volleyball games. I also love riding my
BIRD scooter (I’ve fallen oﬀ a couple times, but who’s
counting!!) My pup, Shadow, who is 6 months, keeps me
busy. I look forward to getting to know you this year and
can’t wait for our Science time together!

Team 8C- Math
Mrs. Chung - Algebra 1
Hello! My name is Selah Chung and this is my 6th year
teaching 8th grade at Haven. One interesting fact is that I
have also taught Kindergarten for 3 years! I really really
love helping and teaching people, no matter what age. This
time has truly been challenging balancing home, work, and
school. I am ﬁnishing my masters degree in Integrated
Curriculum and I have two adorable girls, Abby (3) and Joey
(9 months). Math is not an easy subject to teach and there
are many aspects to learning math that are a challenge, but
the reward is great. My goal is to build critical thinkers that
can problems solve. I will do my best to partner with you to
teach your child academically and holistically. I can’t wait to
continue to learn and grow with your child.

Mrs. Southward - Algebra 1
Welcome Northstars! My name is Courtney Southward and
I am so excited to be teaching Algebra 1 this year! This is
my 12th year at Haven. Time really ﬂies! I am a long time
Evanston resident and have been a Kingsley Comet, Haven
Northstar, and ETHS Wildkit. I have taught 6th, 7th, and 8th
grade as well as 4th. Middle school rocks! I spent a lot of
time thinking about math and how it shows up in real life. I
absolutely love baking, shopping, and watching game
shows because I get to see and use math. When I’m not
being a mathematician, I enjoy spending time with my
husband, Jon, and my son and daughter, Cameron and
Jordyn. All in all, I love teaching, I love math, and I love
teaching math. My goal this year is to get to know the
members of our community and grow together towards
math appreciation. This year will be memorable and unique.
I hope you have many stories to tell for years to come! Let’s
go, Class of 2021!

Team 8C- Literature and Language Arts
Mrs. Condon ~Literature & Language Arts

Ms. Larson - Lit & Language Arts

Hello Northstars ⭐ My name is Rebecca Condon and this will
be my 10th year teaching 8th grade at Haven. I’ve also taught
HS in McHenry where I grew up), 7th grade in Monterrey,
Mexico (where I lived and taught for two
years) and 8th grade in Chicago. I am a graduate of The
University of San Diego and yes, sometimes I still wonder why
I came back to these Chicago winters! Outside of school, my
kids Katy (5) and Max (3) keep me very busy; we love to
read,have dance-a-thons, travel and in a normal year, watch
the St. Louis Cardinals play baseball ⚾ . Even though this is a
very diﬀerent start to the school year, I am so excited to be
here with you! I love to teach ,but I also love to help you learn
and that means pushing you to be the best you can be! I have
high expectations for you, for myself, and for this class. I learn
something new every day (especially with all this new virtual
teaching) and my hope is that you do the same. It is my
ultimate goal for each of my students to experience success
and to foster a love of reading and writing.I feel that a positive
learning experience is built on a collaborative eﬀort among
parents, student, and teachers.I look forward to spending the
next 180 days with you; get ready for an awesome year - 8th
grade really is the best!

I’m back! Hello 8th graders. I am BEYOND excited to be
able to teach this group for a second year. For those of you
who don’t know me, my name is Simone Larson, and this is
my 11th year teaching at Haven. I previously taught 6th
grade and 7th grade, but this will be my very ﬁrst year
teaching 8th graders. I was born and raised in Evanston and
am a Kingsley, Haven, and ETHS alum. I then graduated
from the University of Massachusetts in Amherst. I love
teaching, and it truly is my passion and favorite hobby.
However, I also have a life outside of school. My husband is
an assistant principal in Kenilworth and we have a son
named Eli who will turn 2 in November. Not surprisingly, I
love to read and write, which is what led me to teach
Literature & Language Arts. I also started gardening this
summer, which has been rewarding because I love fresh
vegetables. This year is deﬁnitely going to be a challenge,
but I’m excited about it nonetheless. Even though we may
or may not be in person, I’m hoping to build relationships
just like a normal year. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if
you need anything or have questions. I can’t wait to start the
year!

Team 8C- Literature and Language Arts
Vicki Lydon-Co-Teacher LLA

Mrs. Wolf ~ Literature & Language Arts

Hello students and families! I’m Vicki Lydon and I will be
co-teaching with Ms. Jackson again this year. While I know
it is an unusual start to the school year, I promise we plan
on making it the best it can be. Our team is a talented and
caring group of educators; your students are in good
hands! I’ve been teaching 8th grade at Haven for seven
years and I can honestly say that it is my favorite grade..
Prior to teaching at Haven, I worked as a reading specialist
and literacy coach in District65. My husband and I live in
Evanston and all four of our children attended Haven. We
have two boys who graduated from college in the last two
years and two girls-one is a junior in college and our
youngest is a senior at ETHS. That said, because life has
slowed down so much in my house, I just had to bring back
the chaos and add a Bernedoodle puppy to the mix. He’s
been so much fun (I just wish my other dog thought so…). I
look forward to introducing the students to Murphy, the
giant 5 month old puppy, via Zoom. It’s going to be a great
year!

Welcome 8th graders! My name is Laurel Wolf and this will
be my 6th year at Haven and my 17th year of teaching. Prior
to joining the Haven family, I taught in Northbrook for 10
years and one year in Chicago. I grew up in west Michigan
and attended Lake Forest College where I played
volleyball and softball. I have been a proud Evanston
resident for more than 20 years - wow time really does ﬂy!
I’m so lucky to both live and work in this fantastic
community. I absolutely love teaching middle school
which is something I never thought I would say when I was
an 8th grader myself. When I’m not teaching, you can ﬁnd
me paddle boarding at the beach, playing tennis or
softball, or traveling with my husband and teenage
daughters. Reading is one of my passions so I hope to
inspire and encourage each and everyone of you this year.
Even though we are starting the school year in such a
wacky way, I’m still super excited to get to know my
students. We’ve got this!

Team 8C- Social Studies and Science
Mr. Demos - U.S. History/Social Studies

Mr. Periman - Science

My name is Chris Demos and this my 8th year at Haven and
my 9th year teaching. Throughout my teaching career I
have taught all three middle school grade levels, but
teaching 8th grade brings me the most joy. This year is
going to be an exciting one. I’m really looking forward to
giving students the opportunity to uncover misconceptions
and dig deeper into events and decisions that have shaped
our country. Students will be historians, they will hone their
research, analysis, and argumentative skills, while
hopefully gaining an appreciation for the importance of
understanding history. When I’m not “at school” I’m
spending time with my wife and my two year old daughter
Mae. I never realized that I would be able to sing all the
words to every song in Frozen and Moana, but I’m not
complaining. Other than that I love playing board games,
cooking, staying active and reading. Go Cubs

I was born and raised in Colorado, lived in South America
and Wyoming, and then eventually landed here
in Evanston. After 20 years of teaching experience, I am
sure the pandemic circumstances will provide a worthy
challenge to assuring that my students receive the best of
my abilities to teaching what it means to do good science. I
welcome this opportunity to explore new ways to stay
connected, I am devoted to enduring this situation with
decency and am most excited to meet this year's batch of
students!

Meet the World Language Dept.

World Language Teachers

Meet the Physical Education STAFF

Mr. Eshaya
Mrs. Woodward

Mr. Jones

Mr. Gessert
Mrs. Gomez
Mrs. Wahlgren

Tuesday-Friday (Zoom)
● 10-20 minutes mini-lesson (on Zoom)
● 20-30 minutes workout/physical activity
(off Zoom)

Monday (no Zoom)
● 20 minutes to include a short assignment
or workout

Tools used
● Google Classroom (daily
announcements, class Zoom
link, and material)
● Google Docs, Forms, Slides

Website
havenpe.weebly.com

Topics Taught

Equipment

-Health Related Fitness
-Skill Related Fitness
-Fitness & Personal Goals
-Health & Nutrition
-The Physical Activity Pyramid (FITT)

PE at Home equipment packs
will be available. More info to
come from your PE teacher!

Meet The Fine Arts Team

FAQs
-

What is the difference between synchronous and asynchronous learning?
-

-

Will remote learning classes be synchronous or asynchronous?
-

-

Synchronous Learning is learning that takes place in real time as the teacher is actually
engaging students in the learning process
Asynchronous Learning is learning that takes place at a time after the teacher has originally
taught the lesson. It provides learners flexibility in the remote learning setting
This depends on each individual student/family. All teachers will be teaching in real time that is
aligned to the bell schedule.

Can students from the same team do classwork and homework together?
-

Yes because students from the same team, have the same teachers.

FAQs (cont.)
-

How will students connect with each other to make new friends during remote
learning?
-

-

Despite being separated students will be in virtual learning “classrooms”. In this space, like in
the traditional classroom, teachers and students will collaborate to create a learning
community. Students will still work collaboratively with classmates, and their teachers.

What is the procedure for parents to report absences or tardies? How will
attendance be taken during remote learning?
-

To report an absence, please call the main number of the school (847) 859-8200 and follow
the automated reporting instructions by 10 AM. If a student is marked absent for 3 or more
consecutive days, schools will follow up via phone or email with the student and their family to
identify next steps.

FAQs (cont.)
-

If Haven is able to move from remote learning to a hybrid option, how will
things change for students? Will they be assigned new teachers? Will there
be “remote” teachers and “hybrid” teachers?
-

We will have better information to share on this as we get closer to the start of hybrid learning.
The plan is to make no changes to schedules/assignments/etc

FAQs (cont.)
-

We can’t attend the Meet The Teacher Event. Will you be able to share your
presentation materials?
-

-

Yes we will post our presentation to the website shortly.

Scheduling?
-

Student schedules as seen in SISK12 are correct. Related to Art, Media Arts, Music, and
Drama. However there are some technical problems between SKSI12 and Google Classroom
with these specific classes across the D65 middle schools.

-

Your child’s current Arts teacher emailed you this afternoon with the link to the first class
meeting tomorrow morning. Please check your email for this important information. We look
forward to seeing your child in class tomorrow.
The team will be rebuilding google classrooms over the next few days as a detour for this
technical roadblock.

-

FAQs (cont.)
-

Is there a specific administrator for each grade level this year? If so how do I
know which to contact?
-

-

Yes. As a means to answer questions, provide guidance and support to students, teachers,
and families each grade level has its own administrator.
The administrator assignments are shown below.

6th Grade - Mr. Latting - LattingC@District65.net
7th Grade - Mr. Johnson - JohnsonM2@District65.net
8th Grade - Dr. Baker - BakerT@District65.net

